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Memorandum
To: Mayor and Council 

From: Tracy Hegler, City Manager 

Date: January 10, 2023 

Subject: First Reading of Ordinance 2023-01 to Amend City Code 28-117, “Penalties for Repeated False 
Alarms”  

ISSUE 
Council’s approval is needed to give First Reading to amend City Code 28-117, “Penalties for Repeated False Alarms” 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
The City of Cayce has responded to 377 false alarms in 2021.  Resources are too valuable, especially when 
the primary cause is due to user error. That valuable response time could have been spent on patrols, 
community initiatives, and hospitality.   

Due to our new community policing proactive mindset, it is necessary to create an education-based Ordinance 
instead of enforcement/penalty based.  The proposed amended Ordinance is attached.  The primary amendments 
include requirements for working with the Police Department to recommend prevention measures, training and 
assessments and read as follows: 

The City of Cayce will have a working policy and documented procedures to track, monitor and prevent false 
alarms.  Penalties will be determined by the number of false alarms during a twelve-month period, from 
12:01 AM July 1 to midnight June 30. Penalties shall include: 

1. First documented false alarm- No penalty or requirement
2. Second documented false alarm- Letter to the alarm location with recommended prevention

measures
3. Third documented false alarm- $100.00 fine/ or documentation from the alarm company that the

system has been checked, and tested, and all employees have been trained with second call
verification.

4. Fourth documented false alarm- $200.00 fine/ or a completion of a no cost security assessment
conducted by the Cayce Police Department’s C.O.P.S. Unit or Fire Marshal.

5. Fifth and subsequent documented false alarm- $500.00 per activation

Recommendations: 
Staff recommends Council give First Reading approval to Ordinance 2023-01 amending City Code Section 
28-117 Penalties for Repeated False Alarms to include a more education-based penalty section.  
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON ) 
) 

CITY OF CAYCE ) 

ORDINANCE 2023-01 
Amending City Code Section 28-
117 (“Penalties for Repeated False 
Alarms”)  

WHEREAS, the City desires to amend City Code section 28-117 (“Penalties for 
Repeated False Alarms”) to include more educational based penalties, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Cayce, in Council, duly assembled, as follows: 

Subsection (b) of Section 28-117 (“Penalties for Repeated False Alarms”) of Article 
V (“Offenses Against Public Safety”) of Chapter 28 (“Offenses and miscellaneous 
Provisions”) of the Cayce City Code is hereby amended to include a more educational 
based penalty section. City Code Section 28-117, as amended, 

(a) A false alarm is defined for this section as any activation, whether intentional or
unintentional, of any alarm system to which the City of Cayce is requested by a
representative of the alarm company, an automated system, or a third party to respond to
the alarm location for a possible emergency when no emergency exists. A third party may
be, but is not limited to, another agency that has received notification of the alarm or any
person that hears an audible alarm, to include city employees. A test of an alarm system
shall not be considered a false alarm if the Cayce Police Department receives prior
notification at least 15 minutes before the test.

(b) The City of Cayce will have a working policy and documented procedures to track,
monitor and prevent false alarms.  Penalties will be determined by the number of false
alarms during a twelve-month period, from 12:01 AM July 1 to midnight June 30.
Penalties shall include:

1. First documented false alarm- No penalty or requirement
2. Second documented false alarm- Letter to the alarm location with recommended

prevention measures
3. Third documented false alarm- $100.00 fine/ or documentation from the alarm

company that the system has been checked, and tested, and all employees have
been trained with second call verification.

4. Fourth documented false alarm- $200.00 fine/ or a completion of a no cost
security assessment conducted by the Cayce Police Department’s C.O.P.S. Unit
or Fire Marshal.

5. Fifth and subsequent documented false alarm- $500.00 per activation

(c) The City of Cayce shall issue a written notice of the penalties to the party owning or in
possession of the premises containing the alarm location. Failure to pay any such
penalty when due and owed shall constitute a violation of this section.

ITEM III. A. 



This Ordinance shall be effective from the date of second and final reading. 
 
 

DONE IN MEETING DULY ASSEMBLED, this   day of  2023. 
 
 
 
 
 

Elise Partin, Mayor 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Attest: 

 
 
Mendy Corder, CMC, Municipal Clerk 

First Reading:   

Second Reading and Adoption:   
 
Approved as to form:   

Danny C. Crowe, City Attorney 



City of Cayce 
Committee Appointments/Reappointments 

January 10, 2023

COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED 

STANDARD TECHNICAL CODES BOARD OF APPEALS – ONE (1) POSITION 
The City has received a potential member application from Mr. Derek Hutton for the Standard 
Technical Codes Board of Appeals.  The Board currently has two (2) open positions that require the 
applicant to be either an Engineer, Contractor, Architect or Design Professional.  Mr. Hutton is a 
Hydraulic Engineer.  His potential member application is attached for Council’s review.      

NO COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED 
The following positions remain open until receipt of potential member applications. 

STANDARD TECHNICAL CODES BOARD OF APPEALS – TWO (2) POSITIONS 
Reviews citizen appeals to ensure building codes, property maintenance codes and fire codes are 
properly interpreted and implemented fairly.  Members who serve on this Board must be either an 
Engineer, Contractor, Architect or Design Professional. There are no recommendations at this time. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS 

Cayce citizens have an opportunity to actively participate in the City through their services on a 
number of advisory boards, commissions, foundations and committees. These groups help shape 
and carry out policy. 

Applications are accepted at any time for all City of Cayce boards, commissions, foundations and 
committees.  Cayce citizens wishing to apply for appointment may submit a potential member 
application to the Municipal Clerk, P. O. Box 2004, Cayce, SC 29171. More information and a copy 
of the application can be found on our website at https://www.caycesc.gov/boards.php or by calling 
City Hall at 803-796-9020. 

City Council considers applications at a meeting immediately following an opening. 
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CITY OF CAYCE 

POTENTIAL MEMBER APPLICATION 

Name: Derek Hutton Date 2 Dec 2022 

Home Address: ___ Fa_i _rla_w_n_C _irc_le _____ City, state, Zip Cayce, SC 29033 

Telephone: _________ _ E-Mail: _____________ _ 

Number of Years: 7 Resident of Cayce: fii Yes D No 
-------

Please indicate the Committee(s) for which you are applying: 
D Accommodations Tax Committee D Cayce Housing Authority 
� Consolidated Board of Appeals D Municipal Election Comm 
D Planning Commission D Board of Zoning Appeals 

D Events Committee 
D Museum Commission 

Have you ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor other than a minor traffic violation? 
□ Yes 21 No If yes, specify below.

Work Address 

Company: CECS, Inc. 

Address: 2000 Park Street 
Position: Hydraulic Engineer

City, State, Zip Columbia, SC 29201

Telephone: __________ E-Mail: huttond@cecsinc.com 

Work Experience: Hydraulic study and design of closed and open drainage design, pre 
and post development analysis, sediment and erosion control, and bridge design. 

Educational Background: BS and MS in Civil Engineering from Clemson University 

Membership Information (Professional, Neighborhood and/or Civic Organizations): 
ASCE 

Volunteer Work: 
--------------------------

Hobbies: Running, cycling, hiking, kayaking 

Return to: 
Mendy Corder, Municipal Clerk 

City of Cayce, PO Box 2004, Cayce, SC 29171-2004 
Telephone: 803-550-9557 • Fax: 803-796-9072 • Email: mcorder@caycesc.gov 
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City of Cayce 
Annual Appointment of Council Members 

to City Foundations 
January 10, 2023 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUIRED 

  BEAUTIFICATION FOUNDATION 
  Council Member Hunter Sox is currently serving on the Beautification Foundation. 

 PUBLIC SAFETY FOUNDATION 
  Council Member Tim James is currently serving on the Public Safety Foundation.  
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