
Maintain Your Equipment and Be Visible 
Take your bicycle to a bike shop at least once a year for a professional inspection and 
tune-up. Check racks and accessories often to be sure they are tightly secured. Wear 
bright colors. Wear reflective clothing for night riding.  When riding at night a lamp 
on the front which must emit a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to 
the front and with a red reflector on the rear that must be visible from all distances from 
50 feet to 300 feet to the rear when directly in front of the lawful upper beams of head 
lamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to 
the rear may be used in addition to the red reflector.  Always carry appropriate repair sup-
plies and plenty of water. 
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Rules of the Road - Bicyclists  
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Be Prepared for Conditions 
When braking in the rain or snow, allow extra distance to stop. 

Wear a Helmet and Wear it Correctly 
Everyone should wear a helmet to prevent a head injury. Your helmet should be level 
and snug.  

Obey the Rules of the Road 
Ride straight and single file in a predictable manner. Plan ahead and allow time to ma-
neuver around road hazards and to negotiate with traffic and open car doors. 
Yield to pedestrians and obey all traffic signals and signs. 

Ride with Traffic  
Always ride on the right side of the road. Use caution if passing other traffic on the right. 
When approaching an intersection, use the appropriate lane for the direction you intend to 
travel (left, straight, or right). 

Make Left Hand Turns Safely 
Look back before you make a lane change or turn. Signal safely in advance of your turn. 

Signal all Turns 
You may turn left as a vehicle (1) by moving into the left side of the travel lane (or left 
turn lane) OR cross like a pedestrian (2) by stopping, dismounting, and walking 
across crosswalks. 

Share  the  Road 

Everyone’s Rules      Everyone’s Roads      Everyone’s Rights 

www.columbiasc.net/bikefriendly 
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