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Students, Cayce mayor plant tree

to celebrate Arbor Day in South Carolina
City of Cayce recognizes the importance of trees with ceremony at local elementary school.

This morning, students from Davis Early Childhood Center for Technology helped Cayce Mayor
Elise Partin and Lexington School District Two leaders plant a tree on their school campus.

The ceremony was to honor South Carolina’s Arbor Day, held on the first Friday of December
every year since 1934.

Before shoveling dirt around the tree, Partin read a proclamation from the city and spoke with
students about the importance of trees to South Carolina’s environment and economy. In
addition, students shared special artwork and poetry related to Arbor Day. The tree planted on
the Davis campus was a crepe myrtle.

“Getting the kids involved makes this day special. The students were very excited about
planting a tree to beautify their school,” Partin said.

“In Cayce, we value trees, whether they grow in the forest or on a school campus, because they
beautify our community and add to our quality of life,” she continued. “It’s rewarding to take
time out today to emphasize the importance of trees to the next generation.”

"We appreciate our partnership with the City of Cayce, and thank the city's leaders for
providing the tree for today’s celebration. It is a beautiful addition to one of our campuses,"
said Lexington School District Two Superintendent Dr. Venus Holland, who also participated in
today’s event.

While Arbor Day in America is held in April, most states also have their own Arbor Days during
the ideal season for planting, which varies state-by-state based on climate. Arbor Day for South
Carolina was created by the legislature in 1934. The legislature chose the first Friday of



December because it is a time when rainfall is plentiful, plants are dormant, and a tree’s roots
suffer less from the shock of transplanting.
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